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INTRODUCTION 


We have great pleasuie in bringing out 
SITlRXGHAYA, a drama in seven Acts by Rama 
Panivuda associated with the court of Mahaiaja Malta 
nda Varma (1 729-1758) of Tiavancore Pamvada is known 
to have produced seveial m oiks in Sanshnt, Pi Art 
and Milayi am * There is a good deal of controversy 
about the identity of Pamv tda Some scholais nelndmg 
MahaUavi Ullur S parame\aia Aiyai, hold that R irna 
Pamvada was no other than 1 unchan Nampm, the 
great MaKjalam poet Melt 1 nown for his Tullal M«iks 
tBut otlm scholais have tiled to prose that fi om 
evidence available the identification cannot be con^dued 
to be beyond doubt A disanmcn on this question m ly 
be found mthe introduction to the Raghaviya published 
from this Library as TSS No 146 Here it may be 
sufficient to note th it theie is a good deal of evidence 
in support of the identification although the question 
cannot be consideied to be settled for ever In the colo 
phons of some works populail} believed to be composed 
by Nampm, Kama Pmivula is mentioned as the author \ 
There are also several pai illehsms in the Sanskut 

* A. list of Rama Paniv rda s works is given as appendix 
t Vide Kerala Saint} a Cantra. by Mahakavi Ullur S 
Paiame vaia Ai}ai T Vol III P 332 
\ Vide colophon in the Malay dam manuscript No L 
649 (Mss LibLaiy collection) of Panoatantra- 

Pancatantia is populaily known to be the work of 
Kuuchan Nampur 
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woilcs of Panivada and the Malhyajam works of Nampiar. 
Those who oppose the view however point out that 
Nampiar's Sanskrit scholarship as revealed in his Tullal 
works is not sufficiently deep to justify the identification. 
As the evidence available is not conclusive, we can only 
leave the question for further research* 

Fixing our attention on the known Sanskrit and 
Prakit works of Rama Pamvada, we find him to be a poet, 
ramatist and commentator of remarkable talents Visnu- 
vdass, and Raghaviya are Sanskrit Mahakavyas by Panivada 
Kamsavaho and Usmiruddha aie his Prakit Kavyns. His 

Phdgavata Gampu as well as his Stotras are also com 
mendable literary productions His commentaries ami 
his works on Ohandas and T a ]a reveal the profundity of 
his learning in several branches of knowledge. 

Pour works of Rama Pamvada belonging to the 
Rupaka type have been discover'd, Lilavati, Candnka, 
Madanaketucanta, and Sitaiaghava. Thes* works are 
eautiful ptoduetions entitling their author to a place 
o honour among the di "flutists ;n Sansknt. Lilavatj 
^andrika mid Madanaketucanta aie shorter works, 
the first two being one act plays (VUhts) and Madana 
ketucanta a Prahascmn Sitataghava is the only known 
work of Rama Pamvada belonging to the Ndtala type 
aod admittedly one of his most important works. 

A few facts about this Nataka and a brief 
analysis of its contents aie given below:— 

From the Prn^thdvana (prelude) we understand 
that the author of this piece is Rama Panivada, and 
that he wrote this for enactment before the assembly 
of learned Brahmins who had come to Trivandrum in 
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response to the invitation of Maharaja Martunda Varma, 
presumably on the occasion of the Mnrajapam festival 
in the temple of Sli Padmanabha in 1756 The poet best 
ow3 high praise on his patron, Mahiraja Mmtmda Varma 
in the following verse — 

q^t!^r?elrq^Kq3-iqa^r d 3 R* 

H ( ]. 5 ) 

The play opens with the scene of Da^ratha 
and Kausalya anxiously awaiting the news about Rama » 
and Laksmana wh j had gone w ith VisvamitLa to Afford 
protection for his } ajna Then a messenget by name 
Ghar^yana, aruves theie and rairates the exploits of 
Rama fiom the slaying of lataka till Rama and Laks 
mana were taken to Mithda by the sage 

The second Act pie c ents a well conceded scene 
where two Asaias Mayavasu and Karambaka, deteimmed 
to take vengeance on Rama foi the slaughter of Tataka 
and Subahu and for putting to flight Marica, appear in 
the court of Janaka disguised as Dasaiatha and Sumantra 
Their aim was to dissuade Raiua fiom stiinging Sivas 
bon and thus taktng the hand of Sita in mainage In 
this and in similaL other scenes Panivada shows his 
lemarkable ability to handle delicate situations The 
second Act closes with the sudden exit of the disguised 
demons on the ainval of Dasaiatha and his party from 
Ayodhya to attend the wedding of Rama and Sita Maya 
vasu was however deteimmed to continue his designs of 
hostility against Rama, ana swoie that he would incite 
Para mama against Rama fui hi caking the bow of Siva 
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(Pica'uramis preceptor), and persuade Havana to abduct 
Sita. 

gftfWt i 

c nVqtql (ii. 45.) 

* 

The thud Act is a farewell scene where Sita, 
Urmih, Srutaklrti and Mandavl (who weie mairied to 
Rama and his three brothers Laksmana Bhat-ata, and 
Satrughna) take leave of Jfinaka. This scene reminds 
one of the fouith Act of Sikuntala of Kalidasa. 

In the fomth Act the drama tiifc introduces a 
new character Ayomukhi (a friend cd Surpapakha) who in 
the guise of Manthara incites Raikeyi to espel Rama 
to the forest and secure the kingdom to Bharata. 
Surpanakha was passionately in love with Raine and it 
was her ardent wish to get Rama near hei sylvan abode. 
Havana is also introduced in this Act as deeply yea¬ 
rning for the union with Sita. To heighten the effect of 
the scene Prahasta is made to present a picture of 
Sita to Havana, which further arouses Ravana’s passions 
and makes him act almost like a mad man. 

The fifth Act is mainly taken up with Rama’s 
alliance With Sugriva and Mayavasu’s attempt to thwart 
it in the guise ofCharana. This is an agreeable repetition 
of the earlier scene where we saw Chaiana in the guise, 
of Da^aratha, This scene has a two-fold purpose, (.) of 
continuing the Mfiy&vasu story, and (2) of nanating the 
exploits of Hanuman in Lanka and the incidents con¬ 
nected with that episode. The report of MAyAvasn was 
of course calculated to drive Rama to despondence by 
falsely narrating the killing of Sita by R.lvana finding 
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her to be untractable. Mayavasus intention as he him. 
self states was— 

t 

*£ 5 $foc«T§ I) (V. 34 ) 

< But the attempt of Alayavasu was thnaited in time 
' by Dadhimukha, the keeper of Sugrlva’s garden, who came 
complaining about the pillage of the gaiden by Hanuiu&n 
and the monkey forces who had returned ftom Lanka 

The sixth Act opens with a Piavczala in the 
form of a dialogue between a Vanadevatu (who came to 
Lanka in seaich of Sita at the instance of Lopamudra) 
and Lankalaksmi. The gloiy of the reconstructed Lanka 
after its destruction by Hanumau foims the theme of the 
dialogue. The mission of the VanadCvata was to know the 

o 

plight of SitadCvi, This naturally leads to the next scene 
where Sita is introduced as seated in the A£oka garden 
guarded by Trijata and Sarama. The latter part of lids 
Act presents also the tumultuous scene of the battle 
in Lanka. 


c 

The play closes with the last and the seventh 
Act dealing with the return of Rama and Sita to Ayndhya. 

Punivida has succeeded in an eminent degiee 
in securing dramatic effectiveness in the pierentation <f 
the plot. No doubt he bonowed the story from Ratn.!- 
yana But the presentation is largely original. He had 
derived inspiration for his innovations fiom other 
San Q krit drnmas based on Rumuynpa, like Uttararama- 
carita, Junakiparinaya, A f ca ry a eu d iraajd and Anargha- 
rlghava. But lie has been able to show his individuality 
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and has never degenerated into imitation. No great claim 

can be made in the matter of characterisation although 

the delineation of Mayavasu ceitainly deserves praise. 

Paumda’s special skill lies in creating and-handling 

situations commendable for their theatrical effect. The 

* 

dramatist has succeeded in connecting the early inci¬ 
dents of Rama’s life in killing Tutaka and Svibahn with 
the whole of the later events in the Ramayana as being 
brought about by the hostility of the demons. 

Like several other Sanskrit Natakas, Sitaraghava 
also deserves greater praise as a poetic work. Panivada 
shows himself at his best in this woik as a master of 
ornate expression We may quote a few stanzas by way 
of illustration:- 

5i[nid || (1 u ) - 

q^qlasgnrm«fl , iRww«!f*ira*POTK: 1 

znm wrawra whcmkiv. 19.) 

ssi *1 rcmifci 11 (vi. 1.) 


*v 



Theie are five Manuscnpis of this work in 
this Library — 

My No lies marled $ was obtained ftoru Sri 

, Visnu Natuputui, Ettikkada I Ham, 

Ayanl udi I adutturutti in Noith 
Tiavancoie 

Ms No 10923, maiked fiom Ndaksnthan Sul u 
niaran Muttitu Chozikkaia JUsb) 

] aduttnutti 

Ms No ! 15'*, mailed it, belongs to Naiay/ifi 

Mutt untit Meiun, Ampalapfuza 

Ms No 1234-4, maiked w brought ficm Akauir 
Mana Cochin 

Ms No L 478, maiked z biought fioni Pumulli 
Mana, South Malabar 

All the nianu3CLipts *ue wntten in Malayaiam 
bcupt and aie well pieseived Of these the first one 
alone contains the Chaya foi the Prakit passages 
in the drama 

Sn h S Malndevi Sistn the foimei Cuiatoi, 
Sri V G Namputm and Sn V Naiayanan Nomputiri, 
At A B Sc B T Pandits in this Libiaiy have assisted 
me in the preparation of this edition 

Vni y Manuscripts ? 

Libian, Trivandniui V Surnn r id 1 unjan Pillai, 

2«.-5 1968 j Honoraiy Director 



APPENDIX 

A list of Rama Panivadca’s Sanskrit works}- 

I* Visnuvillsa’- A San ski It I a vy.a with the com* 
mentaiy Visnupiiya, edited by Dr. P. K. Na' 
lay an a Pillm, M A; Ph, D , No, 165, of the* 
Tiivnmliuiu Sanskrit Seiies. 

2 Rdghaviyas- A Sanskiil Mahakavya, edited by Dr. 

L A Ravi Valina in 1942, as T S.S No 146. 

3 I amsivaho— A Piakit 7 avya, edited with Eng. 

lull note3 and translation by Dr, A N. Upadhye, 
Bombay, 1940. 

4 Usaniiudiiha:— A Piakrt Kavya, edited with an 

introduction and Skt Ccli 3 yu by Dr. C. Kunhan 
Raja and S Subrahmonya Sastri, Adayar, 1943, 
5. Lilavati:— Published in the Sanskrit Quarterly 
Journal of the University Manuscripts Library, 
Tiivandimn. Vol. III. Nos. 2-4. 

6 Candrika — Published by Prof. Rama Pisaroti 
in the Bulletin of the Rama Varma Research 
Institute, Trichur, 19 J4 No. 3. 

7. Mad&naketucarita:— A Prahasann published with 

an introduction by Di. P. K. Narayana PiUo-i, 
M. A;Ph,D .Trivandrum, 1948, T.S.S. No.' 161 

8. Sitaiaghava:— Edited by Suraiud Runjan Pillai 

‘ 1 irfvinriirtnii ) rtJjT.S. < &. 'iVj, 'lyfb. AYaA tfi 
this woik has been published in the Sahitya- 
ratnavali Series, Trichur. 

9 Surya*ataka and Ambaranadi^a Stotia;— Both 
published by K. Naiayona Pisaroti in the Sabi 
tya Parishad Traimasikeci, Ernakulam, Vol. 7. 
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